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Abstract: 

The two main approaches to achieving ecological sustainability are examined in this paper. 

One is exemplified by the green business movement, while the other is exemplified by various 

community economy models (community-supported agriculture, e.g.). Limitations on both the 

supply and demand sides of economic activity are necessary for ecological sustainability. The 

green business paradigm is insufficient for achieving ecological sustainability, according to 

theoretical and empirical considerations, but the community economy may be able to do so. 
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Introduction: 

Indigenous peoples and resource extraction businesses interact on a global scale. Although 

historically these contacts have been adversarial, there is an increasing public expectation for 

resource industries to interact with Indigenous peoples in a more morally upstanding manner. 

A growing public focus on corporate social and environmental performance adds complexity 

to industries already under stress from dwindling natural capital inventories, the urge for 

sustainable resource development, and other factors. 

The Amazon rainforests also supply vital ecosystem services and goods to humanity, including 

numerous ones with high economic and societal value. Recent years have seen a rise in the use 

of the phrase "ecosystem goods and services," which generally refers to the provision of 

valuable goods and materials (such as agricultural, forestry, mineral, and pharmaceutical 

commodities), the support and regulation of environmental conditions (through procedures like 

pollination, flood control, and water purification), and the provision of cultural and aesthetic 

benefits (such as ecotourism, heritage, and sense of place) by ecosystems. Many of the 

environmental benefits and services provided by the Amazon Basin are visible at the local 

level, frequently inside specific land parcels that are maintained for those purposes. Other 

ecosystem services, such as pollination and flood management, are not immediately apparent 

and may be present at broader spatial scales, encompassing entire watersheds and complex 
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landscapes. Additionally, tropical rainforests offer ecosystem services that are visible on a 

global and even the Amazon Basin scale. Think about the last point in greater depth. Around 

650 billion tonnes of carbon, or 2,300 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide, are found in the world's 

woods, making them incredibly significant carbon sinks. 

This is more than four times the quantity of CO2 that people have released into the atmosphere 

since the start of the industrial revolution. In comparison to other types of forests, rainforests 

are particularly good at storing CO2, and their destruction not only reduces that ability but also 

releases large amounts of CO2 back into the atmosphere, potentially speeding disastrous 

climate change. In fact, it is frequently believed that the protection, improvement, or expansion 

of rainforests is the only significant alternative available for seriously lowering increases in 

greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere while we wait for the realisation of gigantic 

geoengineering projects. The result is a problem for the people of Ecuador. They may either 

extract the oil while lowering our collective ability to prevent disastrous climate change, or 

they can maintain the Yasuni rainforest, forgoing prospects for economic development. Of 

course, we could query why Ecuadorians rather than the rest of us should be forced to deal with 

this conundrum. There are expenses associated with protecting rainforests, such as direct 

expenses incurred when resources are used to evict illegal loggers or when forests are 

maintained and regenerated. Additionally, opportunity costs are included, such as when a 

person forgoes economic development gains in favour of saving forests. An key question for a 

philosophy of global justice is who should bear such expenses. Notably, our planet's rainforests 

are grouped together in a few areas, with the majority of them located on the soil of 

underdeveloped nations in South America and Africa. Should such states' citizens be 

responsible for paying for their own protection? According to the government of Ecuador, the 

last question requires a categorical "no." The Initiative, which consists of a fund managed by 

the United Nations Development Program, was founded in 2010. A fundraising goal of US$3.6 

billion by the year 2023 was set, and foreign governments, nonprofit organisations, and private 

citizens were encouraged to participate. Ecuador declared that the oil field would not be 

exploited if that goal was reached. Otherwise, it would be. The option presented to the rest of 

the world was straightforward: if you agree that we should preserve the Yasuni forest, then 

contribute to its costs. Having received only $13 million in real contributions (as opposed to 

pledges), the controversial Initiative was pronounced a failure and terminated in August 2013. 

One set of worries focused on questions of 
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Partial compliance: for instance, what would happen to any deposits made if, as many people 

feared, the Initiative didn't meet its goal? However, there were also more profound normative 

queries: Did the Initiative represent, as some said at the time of its creation ("give us the money 

or the forest dies"), an undesirable sort of ecological hostage-taking? Should we view any gifts 

as supererogatory (i.e., morally right but not required) deeds, or are foreigners required by 

justice to contribute to the costs of rainforest preservation? The notion that outsiders do have 

obligations of justice to share in such costs could be supported by two major reasons. 

Review of literature  

(Edwards et al. 2014) studied “Maintaining ecosystem function and services in logged tropical 

forests” found that selective logging is having an effect on huge areas of tropical forests around 

the world. We analyse the environmental effects of this logging and come to the conclusion 

that forests used for natural timber production typically retain the majority of their biodiversity 

and related ecosystem functions, as well as their ecosystem services for carbon, climate, and 

soil-hydrological services. Production forests are unfortunately frequently undervalued, 

making them susceptible to further degradation from post-logging clearing, fires, and hunting. 

It is urgently necessary to increase the significance of logged tropical forests in conservation 

initiatives because to their size, functional diversity, and abundance. Enhancing harvest 

methods to lessen detrimental effects on ecosystem functions and services, as well as 

preventing the quick conversion and loss of logged forests, are key concerns. 

(Zsolnai 2002) studied “Green business or community economy” discover that and The two 

main approaches to achieving ecological sustainability are examined in this paper. One is 

exemplified by the green business movement, while the other is exemplified by various 

community economy models (community-supported agriculture, e.g.). Limitations on both the 

supply and demand sides of economic activity are necessary for ecological sustainability. The 

green business paradigm is insufficient for achieving ecological sustainability, according to 

theoretical and empirical considerations, but the community economy may be able to do so. 

(Lugo, Rogers, and Nixon 2000) studied “Hurricanes, Coral Reefs and Rainforests: Resistance, 

Ruin and Recovery” discover that and The Caribbean's coexistence of hurricanes, coral reefs, 

and rainforests shows that highly structured eco-systems with a wide range of species may 

thrive despite frequent exposure to extremely damaging energy. Coral reefs grow in reaction 

to wave energy and are mostly able to withstand hurricanes due to their structural strength. 

Some reefs are shielded from fully formed hurricane waves by limited fetch as well. Storms 

may cause severe localised damage to coral reefs, but it doesn't seem like they have much of 
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an effect on their capacity to serve as habitat or a source of food for fish and other animals. 

Hurricanes cause a significant increase in wind energy in the rainforests, along with significant 

structural changes in the vegetation. Loss of fruit, leaves, cover, and microclimate has a 

significant negative influence on animal populations and causes changes in the forest 

microclimate that are greater than those on reefs. Although there may be long-term changes in 

species composition, the structure and function of the rain forest are recovering quickly in many 

areas. Reefs and rainforests have historically been maintained by resistance and repair, but 

human effects may jeopardise their survival. 

Conclusions 

Multiple pathways exist for quick recuperation. Many species found in coral reefs and 

rainforests have life histories that enable them to grow quickly and reproduce sexually or 

asexually. Recolonization of damaged areas by survivors is crucial, and post-hurricane 

conditions are typically conducive to rapid recovery in both ecosystems. When faced with a 

natural disturbance that recurs in a specific geographic area with a predictable long-term 

frequency and severity, nature looks robust on land and in the water. However, both reefs and 

forests experience drastic changes in structure and species composition when exposed to recent 

chronic disturbances, such as overfishing of coral reefs or conversion of rainforest land. The 

systems' capacity to withstand and recover from storms may be compromised by these changes, 

which may be less reversible than those brought on by hurricanes. It seems that the acuteness 

of hurricanes, as opposed to the chronicity of other anthropogenic disturbances, determines 

whether or not a complex system can coexist with disturbance. While overfishing and frequent 

clearcutting prevent repair, the passage of a hurricane over a particular region of reef or forest 

is typically followed by decades of recovery. Because of this, Caribbean coral reefs and 

rainforests may both rebuild to their beautiful complexity after hurricanes, but neither can do 

so when humans persistently obstruct their natural healing processes. 
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