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Abstract : When it comes to administration, it's been going on for as long as humanity has 

existed. However, it was Wilson's article on the study of administration, published in 1887, 

that established it as a field of study. Both governmental and commercial organisations engage 

in administration as a process. When it comes to workplaces, religious or philanthropic 

organisations, educational institutions and other types of establishments it is commonplace. As 

an entity, it is influenced by the context in which it is operating. Public and private 

administration are the two main forms of administration. In some form or another, it has been 

a part of governance since before there was a political system (s). Private business 

administration differs from public administration in that it deals with the management of 

privately owned businesses. 
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Introduction : It is derived from the Latin word administere, which meaning to care for or to 

watch after people, to manage matters. “Administrative action may be described as a group 

activity that requires collaboration and coordination for the purpose of accomplishing desired 

goals or objectives.  

Broadly speaking, the term administration appears to bear at least four different meanings or 

different senses depending upon the context in which it is used: 

(1) As a Discipline: The name of a branch of learning or intellectual discipline as taught and 

studied in colleges and universities. 

(2) As a Vocation: Type of work/trade or profession/occupation, especially one that involves 

knowledge and training in a branch of advance learning. 

(3) As a Process: The sum total of activities undertaken to implement Public Policy or policies 

to produce some services or goods. 
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(4) As a Synonym for 'word' Executive or Government: Such other body of persons in supreme 

charge of affairs, for example, Manmohan Singh Administration, Bush Administration, etc. 

 

Definitions by a few famous writers. 

E.N. Gladden 

Administration is a long and slightly pompous word, but it has a humble meaning, for it means 

to care for or look after people, to manage affairs…. is determined action taken in pursuit of 

conscious purpose. 

Brooks Adams 

Administration is the capacity of coordinating many, and often conflicting, social energies in a 

single organism, so adroitly that they shall operate as a unity. 

Felix A. Nigro 

Administration is the organisation and use of men and materials to accomplish a purpose. 

J.M. Pfiffner and R. Presthus 

Administration is the organisation and direction of human and material resources to achieve 

desired ends. 

L.D. White 

The art of administration is the direction, co-ordination and control of many persons to achieve 

some purpose or objective. 

Luther Gullick 

Administration has to do with getting things done, with the accomplishment of defined 

objectives. 

F.M. Marx 

Administration is determined action taken in pursuit of a conscious purpose. It is the systematic 

ordering of affairs and the calculated use of resources, aimed at making those things happen 

which one wants to happen and foretelling everything to the country. 

Herbert Simon, D.W. Smithburg and V.A. Thompson 

In its broadest sense, the administration can be defined as the activities of group cooperating 

to accomplish common goals. 

 

Public Administration 
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Despite the fact that public and private administrations vary in many ways, L.D. White points 

out that there is an underlying resemblance, if not identity, between the two. It is possible to 

think of public administration as a sort of administration that acts in an ecological context as 

an intrinsic part of this generic idea It's a vehicle for putting into action the policies decided 

upon by the political administration. 

With it comes the Public element of Public administration, which lends it a distinct personality 

and purpose. You may look at public as government when you look at it that way. In other 

words, the term public administration refers to the study of public bureaucracy and the interplay 

between socioeconomic and politico-administrative forces at work in the government. 'The 

execution of a state policy via its government' is how the Encyclopaedia Britannica defines 

public administration. 

That which related to government administrative operations is referred to as 'Public 

Administration.' 

 

Nature of Public Administration 

Integral and Managerial. 

'Administration,' according to the integral perspective, is the sum total of all the operations 

conducted to achieve the goals of the organisation - manual, clerical, managerial, and so on. 

According to this concept, all government officials, from the Attendant to the Secretaries to the 

government and Head of State, are involved in Public Administration. Fayol and White are 

among those who endorse this position. 

The management perspective of administration holds that public administration is comprised 

of the managerial activities of those engaged in the planning, organising, commanding, 

coordinating, and controlling. These individuals believe that management is about getting 

things done as opposed to really executing them. This position is supported by Luther Gullick, 

Herbert Simon, Smithburg, and Thompson. According to the management perspective, Public 

Administration does not include non-managerial tasks such as physical labour and office 

support. 

The two perspectives are quite different from one another. In the opinion of Professor M.P. 

Sharma, there is a fundamental difference between the two positions. All administration 

operations are considered when looking at administration from a integral perspective, whereas 

managing views solely focus on a few senior administrators. Unlike the managerial 
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perspective, which focuses only on an organization's management operations, the holistic view 

includes all sorts of activity, from manual to managerial, non-technical to technical. In addition, 

the holistic perspective of administration assumes that management differs from one area to 

the next based on the subject matter, but the managerial point of view identifies management 

practises as being universal to all areas of administration. 

 

It is the gap between getting things done and really doing them that separates these two points 

of view on management. However, the context in which the phrase administration is employed 

determines the right meaning of the term. The total of Dimock, Dimock, and Koening's 

contributions is this: 

 

As a discipline, public administration studies all aspects of government's efforts to discharge 

the laws and to implement public policy; as a process, it encompasses all the steps taken 

between the time an enforcement agency assumes jurisdiction and the last break is placed; and 

as a vocation, it is directing and organising the activities of others in a public agency. 

 

Scope of Public Administration 

Public Administration as an activity and as a discipline. 

Scope of Public Administration as an activity 

Public administration, in its broadest sense, encompasses all of the functions performed by the 

federal government. Thus, as an activity, public administration has the same scope as state 

activity. Modern welfare state residents have come to anticipate a broad range of government-

provided services and protections. Various welfare and social security programmes are offered 

by the government in this context. Apart from that, it is tasked with managing and regulating 

privately controlled industries. Every aspect of public policy is included in the scope of public 

administration. As a result, the contemporary state's use of public administration is quite broad. 

 

Scope of Public Administration as a Discipline 

The scope of public administration as a discipline, that is subject of studies, comprises of the 

following: 

The POSDCoRB view 
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More than one author has attempted to define the scope of public administration in ways that 

differ from one another. To sum up the topic in Gullick's words: Planning, Organizational 

Structures and Staffing; Directing; Co-ordinating; and Managing the Budget. POSDCoRB. In 

order to achieve a goal, it is necessary to plan out what has to be done and how it will be done. 

The construction of a formal framework of authority for the division, arrangement, definition, 

and coordination of labour is what we mean when we say organisation. 

This refers to the hiring and training of employees, as well as the terms and circumstances of 

employment. Making judgments and giving commands and instructions are all part of what it 

means to direct. The term coordination refers to the process of connecting the efforts of several 

departments and sectors within a company. 

 

The Subject Matter View 

Our understanding of public administration includes not only the methods but also the 

substantive aspects of administration, such as defence, law and order education, public health, 

agriculture, public works, social security, justice and the welfare of the people. These services 

need the use of POSDCoRB procedures, but they also require the use of specialised techniques 

that are not covered by POSDCoRB. When it comes to police operations, for example, the 

formal concepts of organisation, personnel management, coordination, and funding don't 

matter nearly as much as the procedures used in crime detection and maintaining law and order. 

This is true for other government agencies as well. Since both processes are important, public 

administration should be studied in depth (that is POSDCoRB techniques and the substantive 

concerns). Public administration is an instrument with two blades like a pair of scissors, says 

Lewis Meriam, concluding the scope of public administration. Understanding of the 

POSDCoRB field may be one blade; knowledge of the subject matter to which these 

approaches are used may be another blade entirely”. To build an efficient instrument, both 

blades must be of high quality. 

 

Conclusion 

The paper have addressed the significance of Public Administration as both a field of study and 

a profession. Since its inception, the subject has evolved in response to both practical issues 

and scholarly challenges, making it even more relevant. Nowadays, the weight of public tasks 

falls increasingly on government. Modern civilisation seems to be unable to advance without 
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a competent administrative framework, making public administration an essential component. 

Gerald claims that E. Caiden Academic research would immediately identify responses to the 

government's positivistic-interventionist position. Public administration's prominence as a field 

has long been linked to the growing activism of governments across the world, as history 

shows. As the scope of the state's obligations and responsibilities grows, so does the importance 

of the public administration sector of the government. Public administration has made an effort 

to address this issue as a developing discipline of study and practise. 
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