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Introduction : A software requirements specification (SRS) 

is a description of a software system to be developed. It lays 

out functional and non-functional requirements, and may 

include a set of use cases that describe user interactions that the software must provide. 

Software requirements specification establishes the basis for an agreement between customers 

and contractors or suppliers (in market-driven projects, these roles may be played by the 

marketing and development divisions) on what the software product is to do as well as what it is 

not expected to do. Software requirements specification permits a rigorous assessment of 

requirements before design can begin and reduces later redesign. It should also provide a realistic 

basis for estimating product costs, risks, and schedules. 

An SRS minimizes the time and effort required by developers to achieve desired goals and also 

minimizes the development cost. A good SRS defines how an application will interact with 

system hardware, other programs and human users in a wide variety of real-world situations. 

Parameters such as operating speed, response time, availability, portability, maintainability, 

footprint, security and speed of recovery from adverse events are evaluated. 

Components of SRS 

Completeness of specifications is difficult to achieve and even more difficult to verify. Having 

guidelines about what different things an SRS should specify will help in completely specifying 

the requirements. The basic issues an SRS must address are: 
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